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he 117th Congress began in January 2021 amidst a global pandemic

and the resulting economic shifts, health concerns and disruptions

in people’s lives. A tumultuous election cycle had culminated in an
unprecedented challenge to presidential election results and a violent assault
on the U.S. Capitol itself. Against this backdrop, expectations were high for
Congressional action to implement the new Biden administration’s agenda.
Around environment and health issues, Congressional leadership carved out
an ambitious agenda including taking long overdue action to address the
climate crisis, reversing Trump administration rollbacks, rebuilding a decimated
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), making progress on clean water and
clean air safeguards, and investing in the nation’s crumbling infrastructure
including water infrastructure.

Congress made significant progress in some of these areas. In November 2021,
President Biden signed the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), which
is the largest investment in water infrastructure in U.S history. These funds will
be allocated across a 5-year period and will include more than $20 billion for
upgrading drinking water infrastructure and more than $12 billion for upgrading
wastewater and stormwater systems and to support other water pollution
projects. Clean Water Action has pushed for at least $45 billion in investment to
replace lead service lines in the nation’s drinking water systems, which, when
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present, are the largest source of lead in drinking water. The IlJA included

$15 billion in funding for this purpose, a significant down payment on this goal.
An additional $5 billion in grants will be available to address “forever” PFAS
chemicals in drinking water.

In August 2022, President Biden signed the Inflation Reduction Act, which includes
historic investments to address climate change and to promote clean energy.
This action on climate is long overdue and the momentum cannot stop here.
Congress and the Biden Administration must continue to not only take additional
meaningful action to reduce carbon emissions, but also help communities
disproportionately impacted by fossil fuel extraction and processing. The 40%
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 that the Act supports will help
ensure we protect future generations from the worst climate impacts.

Action on critical environmental and health issues in the 117th Congress

was limited by slim majorities supporting ambitious legislation to protect

our nation’s water from pollution, to reduce toxic chemical exposures, and to
aggressively address the climate crisis. It is more important than ever to elect
U.S. Senators and members of the U.S. House of Representatives who support
action to protect the environment, address environmental injustice, and ensure
healthy communities for all of us.



House Votes

1. Voting Rights And Democracy Reforms
Representative John Sarbanes (D-MD) sponsored H.R.

1, the For the People Act, a comprehensive reform bill to
address threats to democracy by expanding voting rights,
strengthening ethics reforms, and reducing the influence of
money in politics.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The For the People Act was approved by a vote of 220-210.

2. Washington DC Statehood

Representative Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC) sponsored H.R.
51, the Washington, D.C. Admission Act, which would provide
governance without interference and a vote in Congress to
DC’s 700,000 residents.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The DC Admission Act passed by a vote of 216-208. The Senate has
not acted on the bill.

3. Reducing Corporate Climate Risks

Representative Juan Vargas (D-CA) sponsored H.R. 1187, the
Corporate Governance Improvement and Investor Protection
Act, would increase transparency and accountability in
corporate governance and require companies to disclose
climate risks and take steps to reduce them.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The Corporate Governance Improvement and Investor Protection
Act passed by a vote of 215-214. The Senate has taken no action.

Clean Water Action tallied 14 votes for each U.S. Representative. For a perfect 100%,
a member of Congress must vote correctly on all votes for which they register a vote.

4. Climate-Smart Infrastructure

Representative Conor Lamb (D-PA) sponsored a group of 42
amendments to H.R. 3684, the Invest in a New Vision for the
Environment and Surface Transportation (INVEST) in America
Act. Provisions included funding for community resilience and
restoration, improving the resilience of surface transportation
infrastructure to natural disasters, and public transit.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The group of amendments passed by a vote of 217-186 and became
the basis for the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, which
included some of these provisions and was signed into law on
November 15, 2021.

5. Repealing Rollback of Methane Pollution Limits,
S.J.Res. 14

Senator Martin Heinrich (D-NM) sponsored S.J. Res. 14, A
Congressional Review Act Resolution of Disapproval of the
Trump administration rollback of 2016 limits on the powerful
climate change pollutant methane from oil and gas industry
sources.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The Resolution of Disapproval passed by a vote of 229-191.
President Biden signed S.J. Res. 14 into law on June 30.

6. Climate-Resilient Wastewater Infrastructure
Representative Susie Lee (D-NV) sponsored an amendment to
H.R. 3684, the Investing in a New Vision for the Environment
and Surface Transportation (INVEST) in America Act, to require
wastewater treatment systems applying for federal funding to
assess how climate change could affect funded projects and
to include steps to reduce these impacts.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The amendment passed by a vote of 220-200. It was not included in
the final version of the bill signed into law on November 15, 2021.

7. Transportation And Water Infrastructure Investment
Representative Peter DeFazio (D-OR) sponsored H.R. 3684,
the Investing in a New Vision for the Environment and Surface
Transportation (INVEST) in America Act, to modernize
transportation and water infrastructure while addressing
environmental justice and the climate crisis.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The INVEST in America Act passed by a vote of 221-201 and was
the basis for the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, which
included some of these provisions and was signed into law on
November 15, 2021.




HOUSE VOTES continued

8. PFAS “Forever Chemicals”

Representative Debbie Dingell (D-MI) sponsored H.R. 2467,

the PFAS Action Act of 2021, a package of actions to clean up
PFAS pollution and take steps to address these thousands of
chemicals, which are used in fire-fighting foam and in products
throughout the economy. PFAS chemicals are persistent,
difficult to destroy, and linked to a wide array of health effects.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The PFAS Action Act passed by a vote of 241-183, The Senate has
taken no action.

9. Historic Federal Funding Package

Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) sponsored H.R. 4502,
which would have funded federal agencies and included
unprecedented funding for the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and funding for innovative programs to address
environmental injustice and climate change, boost clean
energy, and up water pollution.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

This Fiscal Year “minibus” bill passed by a vote of 219-208. The
Senate took no action and this bill did not become the basis for
Fiscal Year 2022 funding.

10. Recommitting to the Voting Rights Act
Representative Terri Sewell (D-AL) sponsored H.R. 4, the John
R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2021, to restore
and update the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act passed by a
vote of 219-212. The Senate was unable to overcome a filibuster
“cloture” vote to pass the bill.

11. Taking on PFAS “Forever Chemicals”

Representative Elissa Slotkin (D-MI) sponsored an amendment
to H.R. 4350, the National Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal
Year 2022 (NDAA), to improve disclosure requirements for
chemical manufacturers, strengthen clean-up standards

on military bases and in communities, and mandate that

the Department of Defense comply with stricter disposal
standards.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The amendment passed by a vote of 236-186. Some provisions
were included in the final defense spending package.

12. Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)

The bipartisan infrastructure investment bill, which includes
over $98 billion to upgrade drinking water, wastewater, and
stormwater systems and to support other programs to reduce
water pollution. The historic IIJA investments will protect
people’s health, support thriving communities, and improve
climate resilience throughout the country.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act passed by a vote
of 228-206. President Biden signed it into law on 11/15/21.

13. Build Back Better Budget Resolution

Representative John Yarmuth (D-KY) sponsored H.R. 5376, the
Build Back Better Act, a comprehensive package of actions
that included historic provisions to tackle the climate crisis.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The Build Back Better Act passed by a vote of 220-213. The Senate
voted to move the Budget Resolution forward but did not take
action on this detailed bhill.

14. Investments to Tackle the Climate Crisis

The Inflation Reduction Act includes historic and long overdue
investment in addressing the climate crisis and will reduce
climate change pollution emissions 40% by 2030.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The Inflation Reduction Act passed by a vote of 220-207. It was
signed into law on August 16, 2022.




Senate Votes

1. Promoting Fossil Fuel Production

The amendment, sponsored by Senator Mike Braun (R-IN),
would have prohibited the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) from
proposing rules or guidance that would ban hydraulic
fracturing, a harmful oil and gas drilling process. EPA and
CEQ do not have the authority to take such action so this
amendment was symbolic.

The pro-environment vote is NO.

The amendment passed 57-43 but was not included in the final FY
2021 Budget Resolution.

2. Supporting The Keystone Xl Pipeline

The amendment, sponsored by Senator Steve Daines (R-MT),
would have kept the Keystone XL pipeline proposal alive
despite its risk to water resources.

The pro-environment vote is NO.

The amendment passed 52-48 but was not included in the final FY
2021 Budget Resolution.

3. Putting Our Water At Risk

This amendment, sponsored by Senator Shelley Capito (R-WV),
would have codified the Trump administration’s dangerous
“Dirty Water Rule” and prohibited the EPA from crafting
stronger regulations to protect streams, wetlands, and other
water bodies that feed drinking water sources, filter pollution,
and protect communities from flooding. and wetlands.

The pro-environment vote is NO.

The symbolic amendment passed by a vote of 51-49 and was
included in the FY 2021 Budget Resolution.

Clean Water Action tallied 17 votes for each U.S. Senator. For a perfect 100%,
a member of Congress must vote correctly on all votes for which they register a vote.

4. Michael Regan, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Administrator

Michael Regan previously served as the Secretary of the North
Carolina Department of Environmental Quality, where he led
efforts to engage community stakeholders in cleaning up PFAS
contamination and tackling other pollution issues.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

Michael Regan was confirmed by a vote of 66-34 on March 10, 2021.

5. Debra Haaland, Secretary of the Interior

Debra Haaland formerly served in the U.S. House of
Representatives and worked with affected communities and
across party lines to protect natural resources.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

Debra Haaland was confirmed by a vote of 51-40 on March 15, 2021.

6. Brenda Mallory, Chair of the White House Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ)

Brenda Mallory served as CEQ General Counsel and at EPA for
twenty years. She has over 35 years of environmental policy
and law experience.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

Brenda Mallory was confirmed by a vote of 53-45 on April 14, 2021.

7. Repealing Rollback of Methane Pollution Limits
Senator Martin Heinrich (D-NM) sponsored S.J. Res. 14, A
Congressional Review Act Resolution of Disapproval of the
Trump administration rollback of 2016 limits on the powerful
climate change pollutant methane from oil and gas industry
sources.

The pro-environment vote is YES.
The Resolution of Disapproval passed by a vote of 52-42.

8. Investing in Water Infrastructure

Senator Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) sponsored S. 914, the
Drinking Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Act of 2021
(DWWIA), which authorized increased funding for new and
existing drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater programs
to help provide clean water to communities across the country.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The Drinking Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Act passed by a
vote of 89-2.

9. Radhika Fox, EPA Assistant Administrator for Water
Radhika Fox has a track record of leadership bringing diverse
constituencies together to solve complex water challenges.
The Assistant Administrator for Water leads EPAs work
implementing the Clean Water Act and the Safe Drinking Water
Act.

The pro-environment vote is YES.
Radhika Fox was confirmed by a vote of 55-43 on June 16, 2021.

10. Voting Rights And Democracy Reforms

Senator Jeff Merkley (D-OR) sponsored the For the People Act,
a comprehensive reform bill to address threats to democracy
by expanding voting rights, strengthening ethics reforms, and
reducing the influence of money in politics.

The pro-environment vote is YES

The For the People Act vote (50-50) failed to overcome a filibuster
“cloture” vote, which requires 60 votes.
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SENATE VOTES continued

11. Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (11JA)

The bipartisan infrastructure investment bill, which includes
over $98 billion to upgrade drinking water, wastewater, and
stormwater systems and to support other programs to reduce
water pollution. The historic IIJA investments will protect
people’s health, support thriving communities, and improve
climate resilience throughout the country.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act passed by a vote of
69-30. President Biden signed it into law on 11/15/21.

12. Blocking Protections from Fossil Fuel Production
Senator Cynthia Lummis (R-WY) offered an amendment

to S. Con. Res. 14, the Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Resolution
that would block federal regulations or permitting actions
that interfere with ment of oil, gas, and coal activities,
including those that would protect our water, our air and our
communities.

The pro-environment vote is NO.

The amendment failed by a vote of 49-50.

13. Reducing Protections from Polluting Energy
Senator John Hoeven (R-ND) offered an amendment to S.
Con. Res. 14, the Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Resolution that
would reduce oversight over and promote coal and methane
power plants with carbon capture and storage technology and
nuclear power plants.

The pro-environment vote is NO.

The symbolic amendment passed by a vote of 52-47 and was
included in the Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Resolution.

14. Build Back Better Budget Resolution

Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) sponsored S. Con. Res. 14, the
Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Resolution, which began the process
to consider President Biden's Build Back Better agenda, a
comprehensive package of actions that included provisions to
tackle the climate crisis.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The Build Back Budget Resolution passed by a vote of 50-49.
While this began the process, the Senate did not take action on the
detailed Build Back Better Act passed by the House.

15. Recommiitting to the Voting Rights Act

Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT) sponsored S. 4, the John R.
Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2021, to restore and
update the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement vote (50-49) failed
to overcome a filibuster “cloture” vote, which requires 60 votes.

16. Promoting Offshore Oil and Gas Drilling

Senator John Barrasso (R-WY) sponsored a motion to instruct
(MTI) Senate conferees on H.R. 4521, the United States
Innovation and Competition Act of 2021, to force the Biden
Administration to develop a five-year offshore oil and gas
leasing plan.

The pro-environment vote is NO.

The motion passed by a vote of 53-44.

17. Investments to Tackle the Climate Crisis

The Inflation Reduction Act includes historic and long overdue
investment in addressing the climate crisis and will reduce
climate change pollution emissions 40% by 2030.

The pro-environment vote is YES.

The Inflation Reduction Act passed by a vote of 50-50. (The Budget
Resolution does not require 60 votes to overcome the filibuster.)
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*By tradition, the Speaker of the House votes at his or her discretion.
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